MELANIEL. J. STIASSNY
HERBERT R AND EVELYN AXELROD RESEARCH CURATOR AND CURATOR-IN-CHARGE
DIVISION OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY
Phone: 212.769.5796 Fax: 212.769.5031 mljs@amnh.org

HIGHEST DEGREE EARNED
Ph.D.

AREA OF SPECIALIZATION
Systematics, conservation biology, evolutionary morphology of fishes

EDUCATION
Ph.D., University of London, 1980
B.S., University of London, 1976

EXPERIENCE IN DOCTORAL EDUCATION

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS

Adjunct Professor, Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology,
Columbia University, 2003-present

Adjunct Professor, Center for Environmental Research in Conservation, Columbia
University, 1997-2003

Adjunct Professor, City College, City University of New Y ork, 1992-present

Assistant Professor, Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, Harvard
University, 1983-1987

COURSES TAUGHT

Fish biodiversity: systematics and evolution, undergraduate/graduate class with |ab,
Columbia University, 2004

Fish Biology and Systematics, graduate seminar, Columbia University, Fall 2000

Zoology and Phylogeny of Chordata [Fishes], The Interrelationships of Fishes Living and
Fossil (co-taught with John Maisey, Department of Vertebrate Paleontology), City
University of New Y ork, Spring 1995.

Seminar in the anatomy of fishes, City University of New Y ork, Spring 1993

Zoology and Phylogeny of Chordata [Fishes], Systematics and Evolutionary Biology of
Fishes, City University of New Y ork, Spring 1991

GRADUATE COMMITTEES

Robert C. Schelly, Columbia University, 1999-2006

William Leo Smith, Columbia University, 1999-2005

Hernan Lopez Frenandez, Texas A&M University, 2005

Marcelo Carvalho, Ph.D., City University of New Y ork, 1992-2001
Mario DePinna, Ph.D, City University of New Y ork, 1993-1998
Joel Radding, Ph.D, City University of New Y ork, 1994

Jeff Jensen, Ph.D thesis, Harvard University, 1993



GRADUATE ADVISEES

Robert C. Schelly, Ph.D. candidate, Columbia University, 1999-2006
William Leo Smith, Ph.D., Columbia University, 1999-2005

Abebe Getahun, Ph.D, City University of New Y ork, 1994-1999
Monica Toledo-Pisa, Ph.D, City University of New Y ork, 1992-1997
Linda Benveniste, M.S,, City University of New Y ork, 1994

RESEARCH GRANT SUPPORT

FEDERAL SOURCES

National Science Foundation, “ Dissertation Research: Scorpionfish (Telostei:
Scorpaenoidei) Phylogenetics and the Evolution of Venom in Fishes’ (co-Pl with
W.L. Smith), $11,970, June 1, 2004 — May 31, 2006

National Science Foundation, “ Dissertation Research: Phylogenetics of the Lamprologini
(Teleostei: Cichlidae) based on morphology and molecules’ (co-Pl with R.
Schelly), $10,310, July 1, 2005 — June 30, 2007

NON-FEDERAL SOURCES

Marjorie Merriweather Post Foundation support, $7,500-$6,000 each year since 2002
(primarily to fund students' field research)

Axelrod Research Curatorship, ongoing endowed funds in support of research on
freshwater fish biodiversity and biodiscovery (varies by year).
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Stiassny, M.L.J., and J.S. Sparks. 2006. Phylogeny and taxonomic revision of the
endemic Malagasy genus Ptychochromis (Teleostei: Cichlidag), with the
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